CHAPTER XVI
The Greco-Turkish War.  The First Greek
Advance, 1921
I FOUND Constantinople changed but little. Inside
it had been flooded by a new wave of refugees.
The Bolsheviks had broken the lines dug across
the Perekop Isthmus, chased Wrangel and his army
out of the Crimea and taken Sevastopol. Wrangel's
army with its wives and families and a host of refugees
had crowded into ships and arrived off Constantinople
on the 16th of November. For a while they had been
forbidden to land, and, packed tight together, with no
food, a prey to swift diseases, there they had lain at
anchor a floating city of the dying. Then they had
come ashore in tens of thousands and swamped and over-
crowded the city, replete already with refugees of every
nationality. To be a refugee had become a trade and a
permanent profession.
Constantinople and the Allies were protected from
harm and cut off from the rest of the world by a wall of
Greek troops. On every side there were Greeks, They
held all the Asiatic shore from the Black Sea to the
Marmora and down past Chanak to the Mediterranean.
In Europe they were down the Gallipoli Peninsula and
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